
Before we start…

1. Think of a quick, interesting fact. 

Can be about yourself, maths etc.

2. Ensure you are in pairs, there is a 

small amount of audience participation!
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Outline

PhD Comics: “How your conference presentation goes”

Three stages of a presentation

Preparation

Presenting

Reflection

(Extra tips)
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Preparation: planning

This bit seems a bit obvious but…

When? Where? Facilities?

Time and date?

Put in calendar.

Reminders?

Online?

In person?

Access to computer?

Black/white boards?
(Be careful with this online/hybrid!)
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Preparation: audience

This is something that needs to be thought about early on.

Is everyone an expert?

➢ Specialised conference.

➢ More general audience.

Academic

What type of outreach?

➢ Schools.

➢ Families.

➢ General public.

Outreach
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Visuals Narrative

Colour: Useful for 

drawing attention, be 

mindful of colour-

blindness.

ΣTry not to read off a slide 

“IS THIS NECESSARY?”

Animation can also draw 

attention, but can also 

overload. Useful for 

“withholding” info.

What is the objective of 

the talk? What should 

audience take away?

Rule of 3:

Tell them what 

you’re going to tell 

them; tell them; 

tell them what 

you’ve told them.

Highlighting:

Highlight key 

points on slides if 

necessary. 

Reminds audience 

and yourself.
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There are lots of aspects to consider here.

Software Visuals Narrative

Σ

“IS THIS 

NECESSARY?”



Aside: figures



Aside: figures

The following is a figure from “Growth model interpretation of planet size 
distribution”:
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The following is a figure from “Growth model interpretation of planet size 
distribution”:

https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1812905116

https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1812905116
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Preparation: what next?

You’ve prepared your talk. What should you do next?

Practice, practice, 

practice!

Do as much as you think 

is necessary.

Find your style.

Ensure you have 

water/drink.

If possible, use your 

voice/move jaw before 

hand.

Just before…Rehearsal



Presenting



Presenting



Presenting

Keeping 

to time



Presenting

Keeping 

to time
Questions



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

INSTRUCTION 1

Say your fact as if you are bored.



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

INSTRUCTION 1

Say your fact as if you are bored.



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

INSTRUCTION 2

Say your fact as if it is the most exciting fact and one 

that everyone should know.



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

INSTRUCTION 2

Say your fact as if it is the most exciting fact and one 

that everyone should know.



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

Audience

Participation



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

Audience

Participation

Ask questions.



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

Audience

Participation

Ask questions.

Try polls (online).



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

Audience

Participation

Ask questions.

Try polls (online).

Other forms.



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

Audience

Participation

Ask questions.

Try polls (online).

Other forms.



Presenting

Keeping 

to time

Be 

interested
Questions

Audience

Participation

Ask questions.

Try polls (online).

Other forms.



Reflection



After the presentation: reflection



After the presentation: reflection

How did it 
go?



After the presentation: reflection

How did it 
go?

How did the 
slides work?

 
Can they be 
improved?



After the presentation: reflection

How did it 
go?

How did the 
slides work?

 
Can they be 
improved?

Did you keep 
to time?

Need to add or 
remove parts?



After the presentation: reflection

How did it 
go?

How did the 
slides work?

 
Can they be 
improved?

Did you keep 
to time?

Need to add or 
remove parts?

Did you get 
any interesting 

questions?

Follow up.



After the presentation: reflection

How did it 
go?

How did the 
slides work?

 
Can they be 
improved?

Did you keep 
to time?

Need to add or 
remove parts?

Did you get 
any interesting 

questions?

Follow up.

If you can, ask 
others how 
they felt the 
talk went.
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After the presentation: organisation

Ensure you know where slides are stored!
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Extra slides?

What?

Why?

When?

Slides after the final slide with extra information:

 > Content you don’t have time for.

 > Further detail on some concepts.

 > Extra results.

 > etc.

Two scenarios when such slides are useful:

 > You have extra time and can talk about extra material, or

 > Help answering questions.

Can add to any set of slides, however natural to add when:

 > Slides need to be removed through practice.

 > Extra results can be easily added.



Thank you for 

your attention

Get in touch:

@C_A_Smith50

cameronsmith50@outlook.com

https://cameronsmith50.github.io

If you have any 

questions/points of 

discussion, then please ask 

them!

xkcd 2191: Conference question
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